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“ The specimen is well washed, one side is then sprinkled with arsenic, but 
not too thickly. The piece is then spread out on a pane of glass. The free 
surface is then thickly powdered with arsenic, which is renewed as soon as it 
is absorbed—the specimen must be kept in the shade. When it is dry, it is 
covered with a coat of white varnish. After that has dried, another pane of 
glass is put over it and the whole is then put in a frame. 

“ By this method, the specimen is preserved exactly as it comes from the 
subject.” 

Persulphate of Iron as an Haemostatic. —Dr. H. H. Toland records ( Pacific 
Medical and Surgical Journal , July, 1858) three cases in which vessels of con¬ 
siderable magnitude were wounded, in which he employed with entire success 
the persalt of iron recommended as a haemostatic by M. Monsel, Surgeon to the 
Military Hospital at Bordeaux. 

The following are M. M/s directions for preparing it:— 

‘‘Water distilled, 100 grammes; sulphuric acid (69 deg. B.), 10 grammes. 
Place the above in a porcelain capsule capable of holding one-half a litre. To 
this add protosulphate iron, 50 grammes. When the salt is dissolved, and the 
solution has reached a boiling point, add, in small quantities, nitric acid (35 
deg. B.), 16 grammes. During this process there is disengaged, an abundance 
of nitric oxide vapour, which ceases to be eliminated in a short time. As 
soon as the red vapours cease to be given off freely, there is again added, in 
small quantities at a time, protosulphate iron, 50 grammes. This second addi¬ 
tion of the iron salt, again sets free the nitric oxide; the solution is boiled till 
this ceases. 

“ Hot water is now added until the volume of 100 grammes is obtained, and 
the solution is now set aside to cool, after which it is carefully filtered. 

“ The solution is transparent, having a deep, reddish-brown colour, inodorous, 
extremely astringent taste without causticity, and should mark 45 deg. peso 
sets. After thirty-six hours' standing, there is separated spontaneously, an in¬ 
soluble powder falling to the bottom, and, after it ceases to precipitate, the 
solution is again filtered. 

“The filtered fluid is now concentrated by boiling, to the consistence of 
honey, when it is poured on to plates of glass in thin layers, and dried in a stove 
at 35 deg. centigrade (95 deg. Fahr.). When thus prepared it forms reddish 
scales much resembling citrate of iron ; they contain 25-100tbs water. If the- 
heat is carried above 100 Fahr., the salt becomes anhydrous, and has a greenislv 
tint. When prepared as directed, it dissolves in water and alcohol without any 
decomposition. The solution in water with a density of 45 deg. (B.) is capable 
of dissolving peroxide of iron by long digestion, and loses its colour on the 
addition of sulphuric acid. 

“ Its action on blood and albumen is powerful, and on blood somewhat pecu¬ 
liar. It produces with the latter a voluminous clot, absolutely insoluble , which 
continues to enlarge for several hours after its application, and becomes quite 
hard and firm. The following is the formula by which this new salt is ex> 
pressed: 5S0 3 ,2Fe0 3 .” 

This salt, Dr. Toland states, “if applied to a superficial wound as soon as- 
made, not a drop of blood escapes, and no pain results from the application. 
It acts by producing instantaneous coagulation of the blood, and will be found 
invaluable in hemorrhage from the mouth, nose, and throat, when it is impos¬ 
sible to ligate the vessels, and may be equally efficacious in alarming uterine 
hemorrhages, either active or passive. In solution it could be readily applied 
it is very deliquescent, and dissolves speedily in water. I hope the profession 
will give it a trial, as I believe it to be the most valuable article of this class 
that has ever been discovered.” 

Ovariotomy—the Pedicle severed by the Ecraseur. —Dr. J. L. At lee, of Lan¬ 
caster, Penn'a, reports [N. A. Med.-Chirurg . Rev., July, 1858) a case in which 
he removed an ovarian tumour, severing the pedicle with the Ecraseur. Dr. A., 
says that with the 5craseur to sever the pedicle, and the use of the silver suture 
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and silver ligature, where ligatures are necessary, he is satisfied that a very 
large share of the dangers attending the operation will be obviated. 


Five Cases of Cataract in One Family. —We have noticed (p. 551) the occur¬ 
rence of six eases of cataract in the same family, and Dr. H. W. Williams 
records ( Boston Med. and Surg. Journal , Sept. 23, 1858) having met with five 
cases in a German family, a mother and four children, all affected with cataract 
in both eyes. The mother was not aware of any other cases among her brothers 
and sisters. 

Dr. W. says he has seen another instance of seven cases in one family. 


New Publications. —We have on our table several new works which reached 
us too late for special notice, and the appearance of which we can only at 
present announce. They shall be noticed more particularly in our next. 

We can congratulate the profession on the issue of a new edition of Watson's 
Classical Lectures on the Principles and Practice of Physic. This edition has been 
thoroughly revised by the author, and “whatever of value recent researches 
have added to our stock of knowledge in the various departments of medical 
science has been carefully incorporated in them,” 

The American editor has further increased the value of the work by render¬ 
ing more full and complete the observations relating to the forms of disease 
which prevail in this country, and by introducing a very large number of wood- 
cuts illustrative of pathological changes in the various organs. 

We know of no volume in our language which contains so large a mass of 
valuable matter to the practicing physician. 

There is one point to which we must call attention, the low price at which 
this American edition is furnished, and which places it within the reach of 
every member of the profession. This enormous volume of 1,224 imperial 
octavo pages, with 185 illustrations on wood, is sold for four dollars and a 
quarter, while the English edition cannot be imported and sold here for less 
than ten dollars. 

We are also pleased to announce the publication of a compendium of the 
Diagnosis, Pathology, and Treatment of the Diseases of the Urinary Organs, by 
W. W. Morland, M. D. This volume contains the substance of two Essays 
which obtained the Boylston prizes for the years 1855 and 1857. 

Messrs. Blanchard & Lea have also just published a new edition of Wil¬ 
son’s Human Anatomy, edited by Prof. W. H. Gobrjscht. This edition has 
been thoroughly revised and enlarged, and greatly improved. 

We have the gratification also to announce the issue, by Messrs. Blanchard 
& Lea, of the second part of West’s Lectures on Diseases of Women, which 
completes the work. We refer the subscribers to the Medical News and Li¬ 
brary to the publishers’ advertisement in this No., which will inform them of 
the terms on which they can complete their copies of these Lectures. 



